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Métis Winterers at St. Laurent on the South Saskatchewan  
 

 
Compiled by Lawrence Barkwell 
Coordinator of Métis Heritage and History Research 
Louis Riel Institute 
 
Shown below is a four page census document listing the Métis wintering near Fort 
Carlton in 1871. These people are the founders of what became St. Laurent and Batoche 
Saskatchewan. Many of these Métis buffalo hunters later participated in the Northwest 
Resistance of 1885, fourteen years after this census was taken. 

The document is from the Richard C. Hardisty Fonds of the Glenbow Institute: 
Document M-477-150 — An Enumeration of the French Métis population at mission at 
St. Laurent, by Lawrence Clarke, Carlton House. — December 31, 1871 
 
Note Lawrence Clarke’s final comment that the annual income for each of these hunters 
was between £100 and £500 Sterling. 
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